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Outline of Today’s Talk 
•  How to help your child develop his/her speaking 

and listening skills. 
•  How to prepare your child for learning to read and 

write. 
•  How to help your child develop awareness of 

Mathematics  
•  Lots of practical ideas for you both to have fun 

and learn at the same time. 
•  Tips for helping your child with all learning at 

school. 



Learning 

•  Children all learn at different rates. 
 
•  Learning is developmental. 



LISTENING 
•  It is complex and allows us to interact with 

others. 
•  It helps us to learn new information. 
•  It is essential for successful participation 

in learning.        



Speaking and Listening 

•  Speak to your child as often as you can. 
•  Make sure your speech model is a good one! 
•  Allow your child to speak for themselves 
•  Encourage your child to answer in full sentences. 
•  Teach them common courtesies such as:  

 Saying ‘please’ and  ‘thank you’  
 How to greet family and friends 
 How to answer the phone 

 



 
 

How to Develop Your Child’s 
Speaking and Listening Skills 

•  Expose them to as many varied activities as 
possible, go to the movies, the beach, museum, 
zoo. 

•  When shopping, talk to them about what you will 
need and about your choices.   

 
•  If it’s someone’s birthday or another special 

occasion, discuss what you’re going to do. 



More activities to try 
•  When in the car talk about what you see out the window, 

the street sign, houses, house numbers,  features of your 
neighbourhood, transport, etc. 

•  Watch a TV program together, a video or DVD and discuss 
what happened. 

•  During or after sharing a book, discuss this.  Use open-
ended questions - Why do you think that happened?  How do 
you think Bill will do that? 

•  Look at the newspaper and talk about the information. 



Keep speaking and 
encouraging good listening 

skills 
•  Play board games or card games and discuss what happens 

during the game.  ‘I’m doing this because……….’   

•  To help listening skills ask your child to do a job.  Start with 
one instruction, then when your child is ready increase this 
to two. 

•  Play games – I’m going shopping and I’m going to buy….  
•  Talk about different concepts such as over, behind, above, 

near, far etc. 

•  Have fun with language.  

 



Reading 

•  All children are assessed at the beginning 
of the year – oral language, reading, 
writing and maths knowledge. 

•  All children are catered for at their level. 



About Books 
 
Children are learning to: 
 
Understand how books work. 
 
Notice familiar print in the environment. 
 
 



How You Can Help Your 
Child? 

•  Read to them as often as you can.  

•  Expose them to as many varied 
experiences as possible.  



•  Join the local library. 

•  Talk to them about books.  Talk about them 
before you read them.  

 
        



•  Read old favourites over and over. 
•  Tell them why reading is important. 
•  Let your child see you reading. 
•  Play games – what sound do you hear at the 

beginning of scissors, magic, etc. 



Good Books to Read 
 
•  ‘Reading Magic’ – Mem Fox 

•  ‘The Reading Bug’ – Paul Jennings. 



Writing – fine motor skills 
•  All learning is developmental.   
•  To be able to hold a writing implement and 

control it, children need to develop their 
fine motor control. 

 



Writing – eye hand 
coordination 

•  Children also need to develop their eye 
hand coordination 

•  This is the ability to direct the hand with 
the eye.  It is important for many things 
such as writing, cutting, drawing and ball 
games. 

 



How to Develop Hand Eye 
Coordination 

•  putting containers inside one another 
•  drawing with pencils, chalk or crayons 
•  pouring water  
•  building with blocks 
•  throwing and catching balls  
•  hitting balls with bats. 



Simple Activities To Do At Home To 
Develop Fine Motor Skills 

•  Threading beads onto string. 
•  Empty ice-cream container – children 

attach pegs to outside edge or cut hole in 
lid and children put pegs through hole. 

•  Cutting out pictures from magazines – buy 
scissors from supermarket in stationery 
section. 



•  Always have paper available for your child. 
•  Drawing with big crayons – using a variety of 

writing implements. 
•  Writing in sand. 
•  Writing on concrete in the backyard with 

thick chalk. 
•  Painting with paint or water, holding a paint 

brush. 

 
 
 
 

Developing Fine Motor 
Skills 



•  Sewing/weaving with a large safe needle 
•  Eye droppers – child transfers water from 

one container to another. 
•  Using stencils to make a picture. 
•  Magnetic alphabet letters – have child’s name 

made on fridge. 
 

 

More Fun Activities 



Talking To Them About Print 
In The Environment 

•  Talk to them about signs we see around us 
They know what a big ‘M’ stands for. 

•  Let your child see you write and tell them 
why you’re doing it – I’m writing a shopping 
list, note to a friend.  Make them aware 
that print is all around us. 



•  Above all, expose your child to as many 
different experiences as you can.  This will 
help their reading, writing, speaking and 
listening.   

•  It’s not uncommon for children to write in 
capital letters, however it can be a habit that 
is hard to break. 

•  Teachers model writing daily.  

More Ideas About Writing 



Good Writing Is Important 

•  Please encourage your child to have a 
correct pencil grip – no fingers should be 
crossed over.  Let him/her choose the 
hand which is the most comfortable. 

•  Correct posture is important. 
 



What Parents Can Do To Help 
Children With All Their Learning 

•  Praise all efforts that your child makes.  
This will encourage him/her. 

•  Always find time to talk to your child. 
•  Listen to your child.  Let him/her know 

that you are interested. 
•  Be patient.  Give your child time to think. 



•  Let your child write, draw or talk about 
their experiences.  This helps to make it 
more meaningful. 

•  Let your child see you reading and writing 
in practical everyday situations. 

•  Comment on what your child does well 
rather than only his/her mistakes. 

•  Watch your child’s efforts at learning to 
read and write and be ready to give help 
when it is needed. 

•  Remember that learning is developmental.   



Developing maths knowledge 
•  Always talk to and with your child about what you 

see around you. 
•  Maths rhymes/songs  
•  Give your children time to explore – build with 

blocks, measure, etc. 
•  Line up some objects you have at home and help 

your child to count them, pointing to each one as 
you count. 



•  Read books about maths concepts 

•  Patterns / colours – clothes, paving, food 

•  Counting things around you in daily life 

•  Number recognition.  

•  Shape sort       



•  Capacity / volume             
  
•  Talk about positional language  - up, down, upside 

down, beside, behind, in front of, next to, on top 
of,  backwards, forwards 

 



Build a positive mindset  

•  Always speak about learning in a positive 
way   

•  Have fun together and spend time playing 
with your child to explore mathematical 
concepts. 



English As  A Second 
Language (EAL Learners) 

•  It can take several years (anywhere 
from 2 to 7 years) to become a 
confident user of English. 

•  The student's first language will help 
them, however there will be 
different structures and rules to 
learn. 



Home-School 
Partnerships 

•  A strong home-school partnership will 
assist your child’s learning.  When 
parents and the school work 
together, children benefit.  They see 
that education is  important and 
valued. 



BEST ADVICE 
•  Read, read, read 

•  Speak, speak, speak 

•  Listen, listen, listen 

•  Write, write, write 

•  Count, count, count 

•  Play, play, play 


